Evidence Review Training

Friday May 15, 2009

Evidence review is the responsibility if every member of GHOST. No one is exempt from conducting evidence review. As the group voted and agreed upon several months ago, anyone RSVPing for an investigation is also RSVP’ing to attend the evidence review for that investigation when it is scheduled (1-7 days later). Anyone RSVP’ing and attending the investigation but failing to attend the evidence review will not be allowed to attend the next investigation they RSVP for. Again, no one is immune to this rule. 

Evidence Review to the Reveal
When you review evidence, you are asked to fill out an evidence review form and click “submit” at the bottom of the form. Once submitted, the form automatically emails itself to Jeff. Jeff will collect the forms submitted and review the evidence (anomalies) reported. What he finds credible, he forwards to Rick. Rick and Jeff then begin analyzing the evidence to determine if it is paranormal or not. If deemed paranormal, it is included in the reveal along with any analysis date retrieved and any collateral evidence/experiences.

It is GHOST policy to attempt to have every piece of evidence reviewed by at least 3 different people. The reason for this is every still ghost picture we have wasn’t caught by the first nor the second person viewing it. They were all caught by the 3rd and later set of eyes on it. With one person viewing pictures, audio or video, that person can get distracted, tired, etc. and miss something. With 3 sets of eyes and ears on each piece of evidence, the likelihood of something missed is significantly lower. Also, with 3 sets of eyes and ears on each piece of evidence, if 2 or 3 people all see or hear the exact same thing in the exact same place, the likelihood of it being a piece of credible evidence is much higher.. There is a specific purpose for these GHOST policies as there are with all ghost policies.

Software/Programs - You don’t need an expensive high tech. graphics viewer or audio program  to view still pictures or listen to audio for evidence review. All you basically need is a graphics program that will open the picture, enlargement (zoom) and brighten/darken and any audio program to open and listen to the audio file. Anything else is analysis. At the present, Jeff and Rick are the only ones doing analysis. If everyone did analysis as part of the review, we would never get done. Instead, we would spend weeks or months analyzing every anomaly reported in pictures and/or audio. Additionally, most aren’t trained in the analysis process. 

There are a host of free programs you can download and install from www.freewarehome.com. On the left panel go to the Graphics section and click “Graphic Editors” or “Graphic Viewers”  Home & Hobby section and click on “Sound Tools+). This will take you to a page where these programs are listed and described. Most any will serve your purpose adequately
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                    ADRH01 – VN001.wav   1min  32sec – 1min 36sec                                            Unknown voice saying, “Hello” 

Evidence Review Form – When you review evidence, you must fill out an evidence review form whether you find anomalies or not. This is the only way of knowing what evidence has been reviewed and who reviewed what evidence, if any. As stated above, every piece of evidence collected should be reviewed by at least 3 different people. This how we can tell if it has or not. This also tells us who has reviewed evidence and who has not. The form is pretty self explanatory and basic. It is important to identify, for each anomaly, the folder (ADRH01) File (VN001.wav) Start/End time (1min 32sec – 1min 36sec) or (1:32 - 1:36)and anomaly (Unknown voice saying, “Hello”) . This tells us exactly where the anomaly is and can be quickly be retrieved for analysis.
The first rule of evidence review is NEVER manipulate or edit the original file. We must keep at least one copy of the original file in case our findings are ever disputed or if we are accused of manipulating evidence to show an anomaly. Having the original will prove no tampering took place and the original can be analyzed to prove this fact.

Still Pictures 
Once you open your still picture, Zoom in on the picture and scan it left to right and top to bottom, in sections. This will ensure you are able to see any anomalies present. If the picture is too bright or too dark, you can lighten or darken as needed to see more clearly. Don’t be afraid to lighten or darken. Both our Dockery RR tracks ghosts and Cave Spring, GA ghost were in the dark and not visible until the picture was lightened up to expose the ghosts. 

ORBS – 99.999% of orbs are natural, common and NOT paranormal. Even if an orb is an “uncommon” orb or different color. When people look for orbs, what is really meant is they are looking for “Energy Orbs”, which aren’t so common. However, even if you were to find an “Energy Orb” this does not mean it is a ghost. Energy orbs are formed from excessive electricity in the air which will naturally be attracted to itself causing it to form in a ball like “orb”. This is known fact. What is only a theory is that when ghosts attempt to manifest, they gather electricity from the air around them which will in turn for m an orb.  Again, this is theory, not fact. Even if it was fact, there is currently no way possible to differentiate from an “energy Orb” or a true “Ghost Orb”. Therefore, “Orbs” are absolutely useless to us as paranormal investigators / researchers and cannot be presented as “evidence” of ghosts.
When you zoom in on a picture, depending on the resolution the picture was taken in, there will most likely be pixilation and digital camera “noise”.  These are small dots of color or looks a bit like a faint snow. It is easy to se figures in the pixels or “noise”. The human eye and brain are built to find patterns in order to make sense out of such distortions. This is why we can so easily see bunnies or dragons when we look up at the clouds on any given day. We have to be especially careful not to “matrix” during evidence review. Having 3 or more people review each picture will also help curb and such problems. 
If, in a picture, you see something that doesn’t seem to belong or distortion in the picture that cannot be accounted for, report it. Most anomalies in pictures can be easily ruled out by looking at the “exif” information, but this is part of the analysis process.

Reviewing Audio – This is one of the most troublesome portions of evidence review. First of all, the term is EVP, electronic VOICE phenomena) not ESP (sounds) or ETP (taps) etc. If an investigator asked for any entities present to tap 3 times and it is followed by 3 taps, that can only be listed as an experience. There is no way of showing that is wasn’t one of us in the background doing the tapping or making any other sound. The most we can do is cross reference it with other experiences (noises) at the time and possibly reference and along with a piece of hard evidence captured at the same time and place, which might add some credibility to it as evidence instead of an experience.  

A few tips that can greatly help you identify EVP’s are:
Don’t listen to the people taking, listen behind and after they talk for voices

Listen for voices you do not recognize

Listen for random words or phrases that don’t seem to fit the question or statement

Listen for what is happening during the EVP work to identify if a sound or voice belongs or not.
Try to concentrate and picture what is going on in the EVP session, this can help- you tell if a sound was merely someone moving, breathing or bumping something. 

Any of these should be reported as possible EVP’s. Keep in mind, even in the most haunted place on earth, do you think it is reasonable to capture 30 or 40 EVP’s in a single EVP session? If that was the case, EVP’s would be so common they wouldn’t be any surprise to anyone. 
When you are listening to an audio file, get a feel for everything going on. For example, passing cars, you can hear another team or command center staff, you hear a persons shoes squeaking when they walk, etc. Also try to establish patterns such as: When I was listening to some investigation audio, I noticed that every time a particular person said something, they would take a new deep breath that was audible. I couldn’t hear them breathing all the time, only for that split second before they started to say something or ask a question. Another example on the first investigation Stephen went on, I noticed that each time just before he would ask a question, he would adjust his grip of the recorder. These are noticeable patterns. You may not notice these patterns up front or at first, but when you play the recording back to “hone” in on a possible EVP, you may be able to notice them, which can help you rule out sounds and voices.  

If you hear what you think might be an EVP, make note of where you heard it (Run time) then go back before where you heard it and listen again to see if you still think it might be an EVP. If you do, go back about a minute or so to listen to what was going on in the background or with the investigators to see if you can figure out if they were talking, moving or anything that might have caused what you heard. Try to get a feel for everything that was going on at the time the potential EVP was captured, this will give you an idea of if it is an EVP or possibly something else. Go ahead and play with the volume but don’t try to enhance it using audio editing features of the program you are using. This can cause frequency, decibel and other changes that will distort the potential EVP or cause you to hear something that wasn’t there to begin with
